
Wednesday, May 13th, 2009 

Former Holiday Inn of Midland on Wackerly Road 

Cost at the Door $16 

Begin at 6:00pm followed by chapter business meeting 

Our Program: District V Conference Week  

What to expect May 15 & 16th  

 Dinner Buffet Selections 

"All Hands On Deck!"  

Dawn Ballard single-handedly 

raised $33 at the Spring Fling 

Event for the chapter.  Dawn used 

hollow Easter Eggs, stuffed them 

with gift certificates, coupons, and 

a large variety of treats, then sold 

them to customers for a surprise.  

This was a great effort.   

May Business Meeting ñConference Is Here!  

Nokomis Fundraising  
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Dawn joined the Midland Nokomis Charter Chapter of the American Business 

Womenõs Association  in October 2006. Since that time she has served as 

the Eastern Michigan Primary Delegate for her local ABWA chapter. She 

has also served on the following committees: Education, Fundraising, and 

Fashion Show. In 2008 she was voted the Merit Award recipient.   

The Nokomins Charter Chapter will be hosting the 2009 ABWA District V 

Spring Conference here in Midland on May 15th and 16th 2009 where she is 

serving as General Chair. 

Dawn grew up in Midland attending Midland Public Schools and graduating 

from H.H.  Dow High in 1985.  She has  lived in Coleman for 23 years with her 

husband Robert Sr, and two sons, Robert Jr, and Scott.  

Dawn is currently employed with Beard Oil Pipeline Petroleum as Operations 

Manager in Mt. Pleasant, MI. She is a member of the Rod Bender's Street 

Association where she serves as Secretary and LMPOA (Lake Miramichi Prop-

erty Owners Association) where she is on the Board of Directors.  

Kim is a Farm Bureau Insurance Agent.  Since becom-

ing a member in March 2008, Kimõs chapter involve-

ment includes: Chapter Secretary, Co-general chair for 

the District V Spring Conference being held in Midland, 

May 2009, and assists in many other committees and 

chapter events.  Community involvement includes: 

Founder and first President of the former Mid-Michigan 

Professional Womenõs Network (MMPWN), Board 

member for dStreet Foundation, organizer of the An-

nual Parkapalooza in Sanford. 
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Maria joined the local Midland Nokomis Charter Chapter of American Business Women's Association in March 2008.  Since 

then she has been writing the Chapter Newsletter "Creek Line".  She has developed and maintained the chapter website, 

www.abwa-midland-mi.org.  Maria has also participated in the Eastern Michigan Council events associated with regional ABWA 

chapters.  Nokomis Charter Chapter will be sponsoring the District V National Conference in Midland this May, and Maria has 

been the Conference Secretary and Program editor.  

 

Maria acquired her BBA in Quality Management from Cleary University of 

Howell and Ypsilanti.  She has recently gone back to school attending 

Saginaw Valley State University for a Master in Arts of Communication and 

Digital Media.  This will allow her newsletters, website, and layout skills to 

develop and expand.  

 

Maria is currently working for Hemlock Semiconductor Corporation as a Fin-

ishing Flex Tech Trainer.  She spends her working days developing and edit-

ing standard operating procedures and operator training material.  Previously 

she worked at Lyle Industries Inc. in Beaverton as a Publication's Manager 

creating machine documentation including the Maintenance and Operation 

Manuals.  

2009 Merit Award Recipient: Kim Walden  

2009 Protégé Award Recipient: Maria Weiss  

2009 Woman of the Year: Dawn Ballard  



May  
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Birthdays!  

30th Bev Garchow 

 

 

Anniversaries!  

Shirley Smith 1989 

Laura Lauer 2008 

Joyce Beech 1978 

Home Based Business Expo 

ABWA Nokomis Chapter Communities in Transition 

MARCH 12, 2009 
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Members put together 

an Expo for Home Based 

Businesses 

 

Check out their Success 

The Creek Line Nokomis News  

Home Based Business Expo 

ABWA Nokomis Chapter Communities in Transition 

MARCH 12, 2009 



District V Conference 

May 15 & 16, 2009 

Valley Plaza Resort 

¶ Full Registration 

(Track A or B) $244 

¶ Friday Banquet 

Guest Ticket $75 

¶ Saturday Luncheon 

Guest Ticket $45 

Friday, May 15, 2009 

7:00 a.m. ς 4:00 p.m. Conference Registration 

9:00 a.m. ς 12:30 p.m. Group Growth and Management 
An important component of any district conference is a comprehensive District 

Snapshot.   This session will focus on ways to help your groups  grow and main-

tain your membership.     

11:00 a.m. ς 6:00 p.m. Submit Newsletters for Competition 

12:30 p.m. ς 2:00 p.m. Lunch on Own/Exhibitor Shopping 

2:00 p.m. ς 4:00 p.m. Online and In Charge 

The  new ABWA website will soon introduce an interactive learning center --- the 

Women's Instructional Network (WIN).   This session will introduce you to all 

the new online features available.    

4:15 p.m. ς пΥпр ǇΦƳΦ CƛǊǎǘ ¢ƛƳŜǊΩǎ hǊƛŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ 

6:00 p.m. ς 8:30 p.m. Opening Session/Banquet 

Keynote Presentation from Dennis Rosen: WinFluence® Secrets for Getting Oth-

ers to Do What You Want  

Saturday, May 16, 2009 

7:00 a.m. ς 11:00 a.m. Conference Registration 

8:00 a.m. ς 11:30 a.m. Get With the Program Track A 

This segment will give you new ideas  on planning and implementing a full year of 

programs that will inspire your members and attract more businesswomen from 

your community.    

8:00 a.m. ς 11:30 a.m. ABWA-KU Management Certificate Series: Customer Service: 

Obtaining & Retaining Devoted Customers (Part 1) Track B 

Leveraging customer service to produce sales is crucial in today's environment. 

In this program, Dr. Dennis Rosen will provide strategies for improvement in 

delivery of customer service and the development of devoted customers.  

12:45 p.m. ς 2:15 p.m. All Conference Luncheon 

3:00 p.m. ς 5:00 p.m. ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƴΚ ¢ǊŀŎƪ ! 

Last year members went home with a new programming tool Plan 

B:  Programming in a Pinch.   This year, attendees will receive Plan B: Re-

loaded!   Packed with new programs and new ideas.   

3:00 p.m. ς 5:00 p.m. ABWA-KU Management Certificate Series: Customer Service: 

Obtaining & Retaining Devoted Customers (Part 2) 

May District V Conference Agenda  

Great Lakes Loonõs 

Game ABWA Social 

Thursday, May 14th 

7:05pm at the Northern 

Lights Pavilion, Buffet 

6ñ8 pm $23.50 



Mission Statement 

To bring together businesswomen 

of diverse occupations and to 

provide opportunities for them to 

help themselves and others grow 

personally and professionally 

through leadership, education, 

networking support and national 

recognition. 

Nokomis Charter Chapter #5027 

P O Box 223 

Midland MI 48640 

 

E-mail: 

abwamidlandmi@yahoo.com 

March 12, 2009  

1. All members will serve as goodwill ambassadors for the American 

Business Womenõs Association. 

2. Members will not allow their personal beliefs and convictions to in-

terfere with the representation of ABWAõs mission. 

3. Members will always treat their member colleagues, guests, ven-

dors, and sponsors with honesty, respect, fairness, integrity, respon-

sibility, kindness and in good faith. 

4. Members will maintain compliance with ABWAõs National, Chapter, 

and Express Network By-laws. 

5. Members will not use their personal power to advance their per-

sonal interests. 

6. Members will strive for excellence in their professions by maintain-

ing and enhancing their own business knowledge and skills, and by 

encouraging the professional development of other members. 

ABWAõs Code of Conduct 

Maria Weiss, Editor 

PO Box 223 

Midland MI 48640  

maria.venezia@gmail.com 

Check us out: www.abwa -midland -mi.org  


